
 

Sunday 12 July 2026 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Day after day they pour forth speech; 

    night after night they reveal knowledge. Psalm 19:1-2 

 

This weekend New Zealand celebrates Matariki. Our own marker for a 

new-year. It is a chance to remember and dream, a chance to think of 

the year gone and the year ahead. 

Matariki celebrations date back hundreds of years in te ao Māori (the 

Māori world) as a pre-colonial tradition. The exact start year is 

unknown, but the festival has roots stretching even further back as an 

ancient astronomical practice observed across the wider Pacific. The 

origins and history of Matariki are where ancient Māori and Polynesian 

tūpuna (ancestors) used the reappearance of the Matariki (or Pleiades) 

star cluster in the mid-winter sky to navigate, track the seasons, and 

prepare for upcoming harvests. 

Traditionally, the rising of the stars served as a time to honour those we 

have lost, celebrate the bounty of the harvest, and read the brightness 

of the stars to forecast the weather and crop yields for the upcoming 

year. 

Pause, remember, reflect and dream. Happy New Year! Jas 

 

CHURCH SERVICE TODAY 

Service Leader:  Jas 

Preacher:   Jas 

YouTube Link: https://youtube.com/live/jI2-hsML3Bc?feature=share 

https://youtube.com/live/jI2-hsML3Bc?feature=share


 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER: 9.45am in Barrett Room 

 

READINGS:   

1 Corinthians 15:12-16 

1 Corinthians 15:17-19 

 
The Worship Hymns and Songs: 
Crown Him with Many Crowns 

Speak O Lord (Around Communion) 

There is a Hope 

Salvation Belongs to God 
 
UPCOMING CELEBRATIONS: 

Birthdays: Maureen Day 

Wedding Anniversaries: none this week 

May The Lord bless you and keep you well       

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK:       
Mon 13 July:   1 Thessalonians 4:1-8  

Tue 14 July:    Ephesians 4:17-5:2 

Wed 15 July:  Matthew 13:10-17 

Thu 16 July:    Hebrews 2:1-9 

Fri 17 July:    Hebrews 6:13-20 

Sat 18 July:    Matthew 7:15-20 

Sun 19 July:    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

NOTICES: 

Every Wednesday: Connect, 10am, JKR 

 

Introduction: Max Atkins 

Max grew up in Mission Bay, Auckland, and studied law at Auckland 

University. He later worked in Japan, where he met his wife, Pamela, 

who worked at the British Embassy. After living in England for three 

years and starting a family, they returned to New Zealand. Max 

practised law for 40 years, including six years as Coroner in 

Whangārei. After retiring, Max and Pamela moved to Geraldine to be 

closer to family, and Max has lived in Rangiora for the past three years 



 

Shed Talk: 25th of July at Daphne and Don Begley’s, 1100 Downs 

Road, West Eyreton from 8.30am. Put your contact details down on the 

clipboard in the Church foyer to help with catering. 

 

Hard Knox Cafe: 30th of July for all Year 8 to Year 13 from 7pm. Mid-

Winter Christmas Party 

 

Pastoral Care: There is no Pastoral Care Meeting this month. 

 

Leave: Jason is on leave from the 13th to the 21st of July. For any 

Pastoral Emergencies contact one of our Pastoral Care Team or 

contact Craig Sargison for any Church Business 

 

Prayer Chain: the prayer chain group are available all the time to pray. 

If you would like prayer for anyone or anything please contact Sue by 

text or phone for this and she will notify the group. 0274 575 660 

 

Parish Council: at the AGM we will need to elect 3 new people onto 

the Parish Council. The Council meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each 

month. If anyone is interested in being involved or has any questions 

about what is required, please see Jason   

 

Parish Annual Report:  It’s that time of year again to be thinking of 

and collating your report.  Could all reports be in to Tracy at the office 

before 7th August please. 

 

Prayer for our family and friends:                                           
Family of Nell Ellis, Ken Hawke and family, Max Atkins & Averill Gibson, Janice 

and Ross Wilson, Donna Abernethy, Clare Calder, Mary Stewart and Ian 

Cormack.  

 

CHURCH DUTY ROSTER FOR JULY 2026   

12 July 

Elder Duty:  
Bill White  

Door Duty:  
Lyn O' Malley and Tracy 

Power Point:  
Richard McMurdo 

Mini Bus: 
Richard and Joan 

Morning Tea:  Offering Count: 



Fran Taylor and Joan Shearer Tracy/Howard 

Readings: 
Regan 

Heroes Leader: 

School holidays 

Prayers: 
Vincent S 

Fun with Music: 
School holidays 

 

19 July 

Elder Duty:  
Alon Mayhew 

Door Duty:  
Kim Fletcher and Bridget 
Gaarkeuken 

Power Point:  
Richard McMurdo 

Mini Bus: 
Grenville and Joan 

Morning Tea:  
Gaye Edwards and Lana Stevens 

Offering Count: 
Tracy/Leigh 

Readings: 
Vincent S 

Heroes Leader: 

School holidays 

Prayers: 
Theckla Barnhill 

Fun with Music: 
School holidays 

 

Minister Rev Jas King 027 452 7546 jason@johnknoxrangiora.co.nz 

Parish Council 
correspondence 

Craig Sargison 021 716 984 Sargison.craig@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
Financial 
Committee: 

 

Annette Wright   
 

021 036 3922         
 
 
Correspondence to: 
admin@johnknoxrangiora.co.nz 

Kristen Weston 
 

021 110 0697 

Richard McMurdo     
 

021 1175 300 

Richard Morris 022 029 0817 
 

Tracy Mayhew    
 

027 3257 377                  

Facility Booking: 
 

Tracy Mayhew             027 3257 377                                
 

admin@johnknoxrangiora.co.nz 
 

Parish Clerk: Craig Sargison 
 

021 716 984 Sargison.craig@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor: Megan Waddington      022 108 2007 
 

waddingtonmegan@yahoo.co.nz 
 

Church contacts: 
 

P.O. Box 74, 
Rangiora 7440 

 

www.johnknoxrangiora.co.nz 

Complaints and 
Disputes Manager 

 

PCANZ 
 

0800 244 357 ComplaintsandDisputesManager
@presbyterian.org.nz 
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